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more to UFOs, that they could be
visitors from other planets.

Following the Amold incident, the U.S.

ol

from 1948 until it was dissolved in December
1969 gradually changed from a skeptic into

Nolmmhcmdmyhmhhdn
popular appeal. A Gallup poll found that 88
percent of its respondents had heard of
UFOs. Nearly half of those polled believed
UFOs were real, not figments of the imagina-
tion or misperceived natural phenomena.
Nine percent of the adult population of the
United States claimed to have seen one.

they'd ever seen anything strange
other than convenience. Y hay

takeotis and landings, data that may one day
lead 1o redesign of airplane cockplits. “1 was
interviewing pilots anyway,” he says, "and
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& unique vantage point simply by being in
the air,” he says, “if for no other reason than if
the phenomenon is between your eyes and
the ground, you can calculate the slant
range, and you're establishing an absolute
maximum distance the object could be
away. You can't do that with the object
against the sky background.

“Pllots also have available to them a
variety of electromagnetic sensors of various
kinds onboard the alrcraft itself, which can

quency and even energy content,” he says.
“They can control the location of their plane
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degree of training, motivation, and selection.
If a pilot comes forward with a strange tale, |
give him a lot of careful concentration
because he's pulting his reputation on the
line and maybe his job. He's had to have
thought the details out in his mind already,

He's l'lso likely to request

reputation at least in part because of the
saucer-busting of active UFO sceptics. Fore-
most is the panel of CSICOP, the Com-
mittee for the Scientific Investigation of
Claims of the Paranormal (see “Sceptics R
Us"). Led by Philip J. Kiass, contributing
avionics editor of Aviation Week and Space
Technology, James Oberg, an aerospace
writer and a manned space operations
specialist, and Robert Sheaffer, a Silicone
Valley computer systems analyst, CSICOP
hoaxes and uncovers explanations
of UFO
Shuﬂ-fdounloguc that pilots are



